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October 7, 1898 1118 

VENEZUELA. 

Decline of smallpox. 

Depabtment op State, 
Washington, D. C, September 22, 1898. 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose for your information an extract from 
a dispatch from our minister to Venezuela relative to the epidemic of 
smallpox in that Eepublic. 

EespectfuUy, yours, Alvey A, Adee, 

Acting Secretary. 
Hon. Seceetaey of the Treasury. 

[Inclosure— No. 190.] 

Legation of the United States, 

Caracas, September 8, 1898. 

SlE : I have the honor to report that after several months of civil strife and a wide- 
spread epidemic of smallpox, which almost paralyzed commerce by causing European 
steamers to shun Venezuelan ports in order to avoid rigorous and protracted quarantine 
at the various West Indian ports, business is improving, and confidence has been 
restored. 

The smallpox is decreasing rapidly and within a month it will, in all probability, 
have entirely disappeared from the country. 

I have the honor to be, sir, Fkancis B. Looms. 

Hon. Secektaby of State. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended September 17 
correspond to an annual rate of 24.6 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 11,218,378. The highest rate was recorded 
in Gateshead, viz, 37.2, and the lowest in "West Ham, viz, 15.1. 

London. — One thousand eight hundred and thirty-two deaths were 
registered during the week, including measles, 8 ; scarlet fever, 3 ; diph- 
theria, 29; whooping cough, 35; enteric fever, 7, and diarrhea and 
dysentery, 397. The deaths from all causes correspond to an annual 
rate of 22.0 a thousand. In greater London 2,485 deaths were regis- 
tered, corresponding to an annual rate of 20.2 a thousand of the 
population. In the "outer ring" the deaths included 11 from diph- 
theria, and 7 from whooping cough. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended September 17 in the 23 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 26.8 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded in Queenstown, viz, 11 . 7, and the highest in Ballymena, 
viz, 56. 4 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 182 deaths were registered, 
including diphtheria, 1 ; enteric fever, 3 ; measles, 1, and whooping 
cough, 4. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns daring the week 
ended September 17 correspond to an annual rate of 18.8 a thousand of 
the population, which is estimated at 1,568,536. The lowest mortality 
was recorded in Edinburgh, viz, 16.4, and the highest in Perth, viz, 20.4 



